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Topographic Maps  and Google Earth 
 
We will use this topographic map here: 
http://earth.unh.edu/bryce/TESSE/TopoMaps/MtW.pdf 
 
You can download (FREE) digital topographic maps via the USGS locator: 
http://store.usgs.gov/locator/index.html 
 
A primer on interpreting topographic maps is here: 
http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/symbols/ 
Part 1.  General topographic map questions for a start: 
 

1. What is the contour interval for this map (this is generally listed in the legend)? 
2. What is the scale of this map (1:100,000, etc.)?   
3. What are the most striking topographic features of this map? 
4. To what distance do the grids correspond on this topographic map? 

 
Part 2.  Incorporating Google Earth 
Here are a few tips.  Launch Google Earth from the Programs Menu, the icon is a blue-
swirled white sphere.  To move around on the screen, the command station is at the upper 
right hand corner: 

 
1. Revisit the most striking topographic feature(s) you identified with your digital 

maps. 
2. What is the exact elevation of this feature (you can determine this by putting the 

Google Hand over that feature and reading the elevation indicated at the bottom 
of the screen)? 

3. Plot topographic profiles across the A-A’ and B-B’ segments.  Note any 
differences in the steepness of the walls.  To what can we attribute these erosional 
features? 

4. Tilt the view and look at the three dimensional topography.  What sorts of 
features are more evident in this view?  How did you do on the topographic 
profiles? 




